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Foreword

To live in Morecambe is amazing, I have lived in Morecambe for the last 37 
years, and I would not want to live anywhere else. 

I was born in Morecambe Queen Victoria Hospital and brought up in Overton 
nearby, mum would bring us down to Morecambe every Sunday for our Sunday 
lunch and a walk down the promenade. Happy Mount Park was a wonderland 
alongside the beautiful illuminations down the promenade and we would have 
Fish and Chips for a treat once a month.

In the early 20th Century Morecambe was a thriving seaside resort and 
was highly famous for its marine life, potted shrimps, the promenade that 
equates to just over a 4 mile walk, Marineland and the Swimming Stadium, the               
Illuminations, Happy Mount Park, Frontierland and the famous Grosvenor, 
Midland, and Clarendon Hotels, along with many more places all thriving at the 
time.

The decline of Morecambe over the last 40 years started around 1977, the 
Winter Gardens closed, the big storm that year left our West-End Pier damaged 
so badly it had to be demolished leaving the main attractions along Marine 
Road West gone. 

Theatres started to close in 1986 and the Central Pier closed after decking  
collapsed at the seaward end, this led to boarding houses losing trade and 
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Morecambe seemed to go into a steady decline from then on... till now.
We have lots happening for the future of the town, the Eden Project will be a 

great success for Morecambe bringing many jobs to the town, the new sea wall 
has just been completed which really looks wonderful and really freshens up the 
seafront, making the area look much more modern, The Winter Gardens 
reopened as a venue and our new ‘Bay Gateway’ bypass has made a big 
difference in getting to the area quicker and easier,  opening even more 
opportunities to the area. 

We are also looking to get the old Frontierland site developed so I am hoping 
once the Eden Project starts we may get some development on that site also. 

I feel the town is on its way up with local people working together and the 
Council putting money into new projects like The Eden Project, the newly built 
Bay Gateway, and the new sea wall, all of which are bringing our beautiful town 
back to its former glory.

I think this book will be a great read for people both from and not from the 
area, to see how our beautiful sea side towns in the U.K have changed and 
adapted over time and to see where our beautiful little town is headed in the 
years to come.
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Where Megazone once stood... and Madame Tussauds before that, and Whitehall 
Cinema before that... the building that once stood here was an important venue for 
entertainment through several decades... it now lies in ruins due to a large fire of 
which the cause is still unknown.

Madame Tussauds



Frontierland was founded with the ambitious 
idea of bringing back visitors to the town in 
1987 as visitor numbers were plummeting 
rapidly, it operated until its closure in 2000 
and then would lay derelict until 2007 when 
part of the property was renovated as three 
shopping chain outlets (Central Drive Retail 

Frontierland
Park)... a quite depressing outcome for this 
formerly popular Western theme park... even 
more so that the majority of the park still lies 
as abandoned rubble, behind a fence. The 
abandonment and forgotten nature of this area 
really signifies the lowest point for the towns 
economy.



It was the beginning of the end when this railway station closed to be replaced by a 
much smaller station further inland, shutting off crucial links to West Yorkshire and 
other regions, no longer would tourists be able to visit the area with relative ease 
and take long trips to the area, this was a huge blow to the town from which it never 
truly recovered...

Morecambe Railway Station



Another crucial blow to the area, Happy Mount 
Park has a notably unlucky past, its 
rejuvenation in the past as the ‘World Of 
Crinkley Bottom’ was a colossal failure, and 
caused a huge rift with the people of 
Morecambe and one Noel Edmonds...

It promised all kinds of benefits to the town 
and then failed to deliver for various reasons, 
with the park being considered a complete flop 

Happy Mount Park
which would later cost the taxpayer an
 estimated £2.5million in court costs and 
an out-of-court settlement to Mr Edmonds 
company, Unique. Since then there have been 
numerous attempts to revive the park, and 
whilst it will always remain a place of relative 
pride for the locals, it has remained, 
unfortunately, largely underwhelming.



An important venue for the wealth of the town, Marineland was an entertainment 
venue that was remarked as Europes first Oceanarium when it opened in 1964, and 
was a controversial venue due to its focus on aquatic animals as an entertainment 
product.

Marineland closed in 1990 and was demolished in 1992 as part of a regeneration 
project for the Stone Jetty and seafront.

Marineland



As with a lot of areas in Morecambe, its closure in the 90’s really signified the 
beginning of the dark times for the town and would foreshadow the collapse of the 
town as a resort by the 2000’s.

The aquariums last dolphin, ‘Rocky’, became part of the Into The Blue project and 
was eventually released into the Caribbean in 1991.



Morecambe has had a few cinemas in its time, 
Royalty Cinema opened in 1898 as the Royalty 
Theatre and Opera House, it wouldn’t take the 
‘Royalty Cinema’ name until 1961, when it  
operated as a cinema for only a year before 
being turned into a bingo club, and then back 
into a cinema again before its closure in 1967. 

The Arndale Centre was built on part of its 

Royalty Cinema
grounds and opened in 1972, the centre has 
become almost a staple for the 
depressing nature of the town, with shops 
closing all around it, and charity shops taking 
their places, although the new addition of the 
White Elephant gallery and arts studios are 
definitely a welcome sight, with an art revival 
of sorts appearing in Morecambe as of late.



The Palladium painted sign still stands tall at 
this former cinema. Opened in 1919, it was a 
popular cinema and became the first cinema in 
Morecambe to screen a colour film. it operated 
all the way through until the 70s, until it 
closed by 1980.

It was converted into a squash club 

Palladium Cinema
eventually which operated right up until 2008, 
but now contains a shop and a bar in part of 
the building. A relatively sad existence for 
such an important former cinema. It would 
be excellent to see this beautiful building     
regenerated to its original purpose again, but 
this is highly unlikely.



The Clock Tower has stood proud since 1905, through all the turmoil of the economy 
in the area, through the good, the bad, and the ugly times, this beautiful piece of    
architecture has remained unchanged and reminiscent of the golden days of the 
town.

 It now sits next to a fish and chip shop that regularly becomes a beacon to tourists 
and day trippers who seek a place to relax.

Clock Tower



Widely considered the ghetto of the town, the 
West End has seen better days... Its former 
life as the popular hotspot for people staying 
in the area has completely vanished, the         
beautifully big buildings have become derelict 
and/or decrepit and even the regeneration 
project that appeared in the 2000s has done 
little to change the stigma of the area and the 
sheer out-of-date feel of the area. 

West End
Hopefully more necessary investment can 

come to this area to bring it back from its 
 hideous death and revive it to its former 
glory, especially with the art revival that has 
occurred specifically in this area, which can be 
credited to the More Music arts organisation 
who are especially impactful with youth in the 
area.



One thing that doesn’t get noticed by visitors to the area is the Art Deco designs that 
exist everywhere in Morecambe, wherever you turn a beautiful piece of Art Deco 
Architecture will be there; from the two beautiful shopping outlets on this spread, to 
the Midland Hotel, to even the new sea defence wall.

Littlewoods



Everything has been designed with this particular aspect of design in 
mind, and it has become a subculture of the area, adding to the nostalgia 
of the town as a place full of memories of a better time.

Woolworths



Oasis Amusements has become a somewhat iconic building of the area. 
It looks beautiful, a blast from the past, a perfect throwback to the 
80’s, which rather ironically is probably the last time this place had an 
impressive amount of business, a shame really.

Oasis Amusenments



Built partly on the grounds of the Palladium 
Cinema featured earlier in this book, Crystal 
T’s was a nightclub during the 80s. It was 
highly popular, yet fell into ruin over time, a 
lack of investment saw the building become 
abandoned.

This may all be about to change however, 
thanks to developer Nick Smith, who owns 

Crystal T’s
the former nightclub and has big plans for the 
building, which include turning the former 
nightclub into an artisan market hall, as well as 
an entertainment and arts venue with studios 
and shops. This would give this part of town a 
new (and much needed) lease of life and bring 
more opportunities to the area.



It’s the biggest source of shame that this 
beautiful Art Deco cinema now lies in ruins 
above a DIY store. 

This Odeon cinema was opened in 1937 and 
served as a cinema for four decades before its 
closure in 1976. Reasoning for its closure can 
be attributed to its location being more inland 
than other areas, causing many people to 

Odeon Cinema
simply not know it was there.

I would love nothing more in my town than 
to see this become a cinema once more, a 
regeneration project on this building would 
bring back to life one of the most beautiful 
buildings in the area and bring jobs by the 
dozen.





Once containing a Parisian bar and the 
ballroom of the famous Winter Gardens 
Theatre, this building now lies more or less 
forgotten of its past. Today it contains an 
arcade underneath what would have been the 
ballroom location, with the arcade reminding 
you very much that Morecambe’s time in the   
spotlight (at this point) has definitely passed, 

Winter Gardens Ballroom
with people being of little quantity inside.

The building has recently had a £1m revamp, 
which now contains the bar, restaurant and 
bowling alley known as Soul Bowl. The revamp 
has brought a new swathe of jobs, something 
which people can only be happy about, and 
has brought life to the venue that looked to be 
dying a slow, boring death.



The Alhambra Theatre, known to most as The 
Carleton Nightclub, now lies forgotten as a 
landmark of Morecambe’s fall in popularity. 
There have been numerous attempts to reopen 
and regenerate this beauty of a venue, but all 
have failed and now it simply sits as an empty 
shell of what once was.

The original Alhambra Theatre opened in 
1901, and operated on and off as a theatre    
until a fire closed the venue in 1970. It was 

Alhambra Theatre
then brought back to life as The Carleton, 
a highly popular nightclub that hosted all 
kinds of events throughout its life, before it 
too caught the Morecambe bug and died out     
during the 2000s, eventually closing in the 
2010’s for good. 

The building is now being turned into an 
entertainment venue and restaurant, as well 
as a roof terrace feature and a luxury hotel, by 
developer Ian Bond.



An absolute staple of the golden years, the 
Central Pier was opened in 1869 and had a lot 
of work done to it to make it a crucial venue 
for tourism throughout the 1900s. It 
operated with many different uses        
throughout its 127 year lifespan, but always 
as some kind of entertainment venue. It was 
truly a foreshadowing moment for the future 
of Morecambe when this beautiful pier was 
slowly destroyed by multiple different

Central Pier
scenarios, including two fires and a decking 
collapse at the seaward end. The council 
condemned the pier in 1991 and it was
 eventually demolished in 1992. 

An art sculpture depicting the Lake District 
view across the bay was created in its place 
and is now a popular place to relax in the sun, 
being in arguably one of the nicest areas in 
Morecambe.



West End pier suffered a similar fate to the 
Central Pier. The pier opened in 1896 and 
suffered unfortunate problems all the way 
throughout its life. Hit with two storms only 
seven years after opening, then again in 1907 
(by a storm that washed away 180 foot of the 
pier), the pavilion that was added was wrecked 
by fire in 1917, and after a further storm in 
1927, the pier measured half its original length 
at only 900 foot long. 

West End Pier
Throughout all this, it remained an 

entertainment venue that was highly popular 
just like Central Pier on the other side of the 
town, until yet another storm wrecked the 
pier completely in 1977, and was demolished 
in 1978. It would be incredible to see the two 
piers back in Morecambe again if that were a 
possibility, but other projects and investments 
are far more important than these.



Tourism has of course dwindled in the area until recent years, with 
recent investment in multiple areas helping to bring back the numbers. 
Something that must continue to rise in the upcoming years if the town 
is to truly get out of the gutter.

Tourists



A major attraction to the area, the 4 miles of 
beautiful beach the area has around it is   
certainly an attraction that can never            
disappear, and better maintenance in recent 
years has led to more visitors to it each year. 

On a hot summers day, the beaches can pack 

The Beach
out and this should bring a smile to every 
locals face, knowing the beach alone can bring 
the visitors is a highly positive stance for the 
area. But the area cannot rely on this, because 
as we know, England is rarely sunny.



The sheer number of council estates that dot 
Morecambe’s landscape really signal to how 
bad the economy has been in the past twenty 
years, and while they do provide homes to 
people on lower incomes which is always great, 
it is sad that they are necessary. 

In the economic climate of the past twenty 
years, the wealth inequality gap in the area has 
noticeably increased, with more luxury homes 
and private new builds being renovated as well 

Housing
as council flats being removed. 

This along with high unemployment and 
very little opportunities coming to the area 
has meant that the economic climate has been 
further distancing the gap between the rich 
and poor in the area. The problem needs to 
be addressed and I think we can all agree that 
Tory MP David Morris is not the right option 
for that job.



Another area that has been struggling in the 
past two decades but may well be about to get 
a new lease of life is the guesthouse businesses 
that frequent the promenade. 

These businesses would have been         
booming in the early to mid 1900s, and sadly 
have been slowly dying out for the past few 

Hotels & B&B’s
decades with some being converted into 
retirement homes. Hopefully with recent and 
upcoming investment in the area bringing 
new jobs and undoubtedly new visitors, these   
businesses can get back to the boom they 
would have experienced half a century ago.



This is what became of part of Frontierland’s 
grounds, in 2007, the Central Drive Retail Park 
was constructed and brought multiple big 
businesses to the area. While this was a great 
improvement in bringing jobs to the area, it 

Central Drive Retail Park
took the focus of shopping away from the town 
centre and undoubtedly can be held responsible 
for multiple small businesses closing, along with 
high rent prices in areas like the Arndale Centre.



Another area that undoubtedly suffered 
when these big businesses arrived is the local 
markets, both outdoor and indoor. The outdoor 
market is currently on its last legs after the 
grounds it was held on was turned into a 
trampolining centre, leaving only a very small 
area available for use for the market. This 

Outdoor Market
caused a big reduction in the amount of local 
stalls that were appearing.

This image shows one of the few stalls that 
still regularly appear, the butcher appears to 
have an almost cult following as the majority 
of shoppers surrounded this stall.



Bare promenade (in the more ‘well off’ area of town) was recently 
revamped during the investment that occurred on the promenade with 
the creation of the new sea defence wall. Building on the wall started at 
this end first and finished down in the west end much later.

Bare Promenade



A most welcome sight on the promenade,
anybody from the are could instantly tell you 
how ugly and dated the previous defence walls 
had become, and were in vast need of an 
upgrade, this was definitely that, costing 
around £10.8million. 

Work completed on the wall and promenade 

Sea Defence Wall
revamp in late 2018, and it looks incredible. 
The art deco styling that exists in Morecambe’s 
architecture has clearly influenced the artistic 
design of the walls and it turns the appearance 
of the Morecambe seafront into a much more 
modern and happier place, to me this signals 
the start of something beautiful for the town.



The creation of Jump Rush Trampolining   
Centre signals the beginning of a change in 
investment direction. The town is beginning 
to invest in youth activities and family based   
entertainment, something that has been 
crucially needed to steer away from the          
depressive state the town was in. 

Jump Rush
It comes at a similar time to investment in 

the arts community in the area, with the new 
White Elephant Gallery in the Arndale being 
a great feature and art projects happening 
all over the town. In my opinion, the telling 
feature of a town “on the up” is its increased 
investment in its arts community.





Being renovated by MH Stainton, the 
rejuvenation of this classic hotel looks set to 
be important for the area, styled after the art 
deco feel of the town, the hotel will rejuvenate 
the local skyline and provide up to 50 new 
luxury homes for the area. 

The original Broadway building was  
demolished in 2014 to make way for 51

The Broadway Hotel
retirement homes, but plans were never 
brought forward, and so the luxurious home 
plan took its place. The developers hope that 
with the building of the new Bay Gateway that 
makes the area easily accessible to potential 
visitors, that the complex can help bring new 
visitors to the area just like the original 
Broadway did in its heyday.



The largest outdoor pool in Europe when it 
opened in 1936, the Super Swimming Stadium 
could accommodate 1200 bathers and 3000 
spectators. 

It was designed by Kenneth MB Cross and 
Cecil Sutton to harmonise with the Art Deco 
design of Oliver Hill’s adjacent Midland 
Hotel. The stadium was immensely popular,              
attracting visitors from all over, until trouble 

Super Swimming Stadium
started, including complaints of the area being 
cold due to the lack of a roof, and leaks that 
let sea water into the venue that were never 
located.

 The venue closed in 1975 due to structural 
problems and was demolished a year later, 
this image shows all that remains. An exciting 
future awaits for this old stadium however, of 
which I will talk about at the end of this book.



One of the true jewels of the town, The Winter 
Gardens has had a very famous past, playing 
host to the likes of Laurel and Hardy. It has 
been at the forefront of film and theatre in its 
past, until it unfortunately fell into ruin.

The Friends of the Winter Gardens group 
were established in 1986 to support the
restoration and maintenance of the building 
and in recent years have been turning the 

The Winter Gardens
building into a venue again. 

With a newly opened Parisian bar that is 
reminiscent of the original, and with acts    
regularly performing on its stage again, its 
safe to say that Morecambe’s most famous 
venue has a bright future ahead of it if the                 
investment and commitment the ‘Friends’ put 
in continues to rise as much as it has.



We can all thank Urban Splash for bringing this 
place back from the dead when it opened again 
in 2008. 

Arguably the most important building in 
the town, it can be argued that the entirety of 
Morecambe’s popularity in the 20th century 
was built around the Midland, with venues 
such as the Swimming Stadium and The Dome 
all cashing in on its perfect location. It 
provided the perfect hub for tourism to be 

The Midland Hotel
built around, and with the wealthy middle 
class visitors it attracted. It was a perfect      
recipe for bringing money to the area.

 Hopefully the area can cash in on this again 
and the building can help bring more visitors 
to the town, with new ventures being planned 
all around it, the biggest of which will be   
mentioned on the next, and final page of this 
book.





And finally, here it is, the image that inspired 
this entire book. With this image comes the 
single biggest bit of investment to ever hit the 
area (at a cost of £80million), one that will 
surely sky rocket the town to success, bringing 
more jobs, visitors, and variety to the area than 
ever before, and that is... Eden Project North.

Developers of the Eden Project are working 
in partnership with Lancaster University and 
the council to bring the Cornwall biodome 
experience to this very spot. It will engulf the 
entire area, covering from the Midland Hotel, 
to just past the Winter Gardens, taking up all 
the space previously occupied by the Super 
Swimming Stadium and the Dome. Architect 
firm ‘Grimshaw’ brought forward the designs 
for a multiple biodome build influenced by the 
shape of mussels, and the idea that this project 
would place the focus on the marine life that 
Morecambe was always known for.

The build will release a wave of new life into 
the area and will supposedly attract anywhere 
between 500,000 and a million visitors each 

The Eden Project 
year (head of Eden Project International Si 
Bellamy said it could attract around 8,000 
visitors a day), with the one worry actually   
being keeping the numbers down so that it is 
not over-encumbered with the sheer scale of 
people visiting.

The project is looking to open by 2022, and 
is being described as a game changer for the 
town. If Cornwall is anything to go by, that 
might not be so far fetched as it sounds, with 
the project in Cornwall having attracted 
19 million visitors and having pumped an           
estimated £2billion into the local economy 
since opening 17 years ago. 

This project would save Morecambe from the 
depths of hell that it’s been crawling out of for 
the past few years, and would put the town on 
the map not just nationally, but internationally 
too. The reason i have chosen to focus so much 
on this place is the sheer scale of it. If it is a 
success, it would truly mark the           
beginning of a very prosperous future for my 
beautiful little town.









I truly believe Morecambe is on the cusp of being the premier place to be in the north, 
and maybe in ten years time I will make another edition to this book, to talk about 
where it will have gone in these next ten years. I have never had more pride in my town, 
and never as much confidence that it can get out of the gutter and become a superstar 
destination, with all the small investments in business, in the youth of the area, and in 
the arts community. I have never been more inspired by my town than right now at this 
moment in time.

It is especially inspiring having personally grown up during the worst period of the 
towns decline, being aged 20 at the time of writing this, I have experienced Morecambe 
at its worst, and am now witnessing it rise into what it should be; a beautiful attraction 
all by itself.

Through creating this series of images, I have realised a love for my town that I didn’t 
know I had, from the art deco style that underlies every other building, to the incredible 
history of the town as a holiday resort in the 20th century, and everything in-between.

I urge anyone reading this to take the time to look at Morecambe, and even visit the 
area, on a summers day the area truly transforms into somewhere special (not so much 
when its raining), and I fully recommend a pint and pub lunch on the promenade, 
there’s nothing like it.

Final Thoughts







‘A Crap Town’ is a series of images that explore my hometown, Morecambe. 
Inspired by the book by Sam Jordison who included the town in his list of ‘Crap Towns’, this series aims to 

show where the town has been, where it is now, and where it is going in the years to come.


